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Overview

UL uses many applications in the standards process.  From 
drafting proposals and publishing documents to the 
distribution of the information and the collaboration around 
documents.

We will take a look at the following:
• Electronic publishing
• HTML documents
• Distribution of documents
• Notifications
• Encrypted files
• Sale of documents
• Commenting and voting
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Electronic Publishing

All UL standards, outlines and proposals are created using 
Standard Generalized Markup Language (SGML)

Using SGML allows you to:

• Create templates
• Have consistent documents
• Create entities
• Produce HTML documents
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HMTL Documents

HTML provides:

• Web documents

• No reader required

• Embedded links HTML Example
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Access to Documents

• Notifications

• PDF Library

• Certification Customer Library

• Comm-2000

• Internal UL Library



p/6

CSDS

• Real-time, online collaborative system used in the 
development of UL standards

• Promotes an open process and the ability to provide 
information faster

• Organization of standards development processes, 
deliverables, and information in one place using an 
automated, electronic system

• Available 24/7/365

• All commenting, balloting, responses, requests to change a 
standard and meeting information (announcement, 
agenda, and report) are done and available online
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CSDS – Functional Areas

CSDS is a web-based solution for the distribution of 
proposals to revise a standard and the collaborative approval 
process surrounding it as well as the collaboration around 
any number of topics.

The CSDS integrates three distinct business processes 
directly related to the standards development - specifically:
• Proposal Request Process
• Collaboration Process
• Meeting Process Collaboration

Process
Meeting
Process

Proposal
Request
Process
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CSDS – User Benefits

• Submit proposed changes to standards
• Collaborate around proposed changes
• Balloting
• Commenting
• Provide “Discussions”
• View responses to comments
• View vote summary
• Notifications/reminders
• Archived information
• Meeting information (announcement, agenda, and report)
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CSDS - User Home
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CSDS – Collaboration Process
Work Areas are opened within the system to collaborate around standard 
proposals, or may involve collaboration around any other document types 
and discuss subjects related to the development of standards.  The Work 
Areas are used to organize the collaboration around a particular
document and allows for a specific group of people to comment and vote 
(if appropriate) on document topics.
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CSDS – Work Area Home
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CSDS - Commenting

Users are able to comment at a topic level as well as at any 
paragraph within each of the topics.
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CSDS – Viewing All Comments
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CSDS - Voting
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CSDS – Vote Summary
There is a quick view available for the user to see if 
consensus has been reached, based on the ANSI 
requirements.

If you expand the topic, you have the ability to see all of the 
eligible voters, how they voted and if they provided any 
comments.

Vote Summary Expanded
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CSDS – Current Status?

• Licensing

• The Coral Reef Alliance

• More Intuitive
• Many new enhancements for users
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Questions/Comments??

Michael Palm

Phone: 847-664-2824

Email: Michael.Palm@us.ul.com


